1092 PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE. 

ever, is not permanent. Fat more than 3 to 5 ounces daily is, there 
fore, harmful, and consequently one should ascertain the quantity of 
fat ingested by the patient before prescribing other fats—cod-liver oil, 
for instance .—Revue de thSrapeutique , 1904, No. 22, p. 780. 

The Therapeutic Action of Amyl Nitrite.— Dr. A. Vaquez states that 
a small dose of amyl nitrite given by inhalation to an individual whose 
arterial tension is moderate results in a diminution of the tension by 
from 4 cm. to 5 cm. of mercury. A large dose lowers the tension by from 
7 cm. to 8 cm. A massive inhalation, on the contrary, habitually- causes 
within fifty seconds a reactionary hypertension, which exceeds the initial 
tension by from 4 cm. to 5 cm. Consequently, the therapeutic dose of 
the drug Dy inhalation should be small—5 to 6 drops. Its administra¬ 
tion in capsule is badly borne and produces neither lowering of arterial 
tension nor diminution in pulse rate. In conclusion, it may be said that 
in order that the drug may have its proper action it must make a 
sudden entrance into the organism and take it, so to speak, unawares.—• 
La presse mSdicale, 1904, No. 88, p. 702. 


Thiocol in Tuberculous Conditions.— Dr. Szaboky considers thiocoi one 
of the best of creosote preparations. In intestinal tuberculosis its use 
in several cases brought about a normal condition and number of stools 
in about two weeks. In laryngeal tuberculosis the author has used 
thiocol internally and locally as an insufflation in combination with 
boracic acid and cocaine in a few cases, with uniformly good results. In 
bronchitis, and bronchiectasis the expectoration, under the administra¬ 
tion of thiocol., became less profuse, the cough less frequent, and the 
general condition and appetite better, within a few weeks. The author 
considers the preparation to be an important addition to our armamen¬ 
tarium, since, it is pleasant to take—given in orange syrup—does not 
disturb the digestion, and when given early in pulmonary tuberculosis, 
before much destruction of tissue has taken place, exercises a favorable 
influence upon the inflammation, lessening the secretion, cough, fever, 
and hyperiarosis, and increasing the weight. The dosage is grains 
four times a day .—Wiener klin. Wochenschrift, 1904, No. 42, p. 1085. 

Sodium Citrate in the Digestive Disorders of Infancy.— M. Variot 
reports good results obtained from the use of sodium citrate added to 
milk in infant feeding when gastric disorders, especially vomiting, are 
present. The theory is based upon the experiences of Wright, who has 
shown that if sodium citrate is added to milk the coagulum is less solid 
and lighter than in the absence of this substance. This action is due 
to the fact that in the presence of sodium citrate the calcium salts, 
especially the chloride, which augment coagulation, are precipitated. 
—La presse mSdicale, 1904, No. 85, p. 679. 


Treatment of Albuminuria by Physical Methods.—D r. A. Strasser 
states that massage in albuminuria ordinarily causes a disappearance 
of the oedema and increases the quantity of the urine. At first the mas¬ 
sage increases the number of casts, but only at the beginning, for the 
increase in diuresis loosens the casts accumulated in the diseased kidney. 
Later in the treatment the casts diminish. Casaretti’s method con¬ 
sists in the application of elastic bandages to the lower limbs. Increase 
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in the quantity of urine results, due to an increase of the intrarenal press¬ 
ure. In acute nephritis the action of the skin is likely to be defective, 
consequently hydrotherapeutic procedures are contraindicated; but if 
uraemic crises are anticipated, hot baths, followed by wrapping in a hot, 
dry sheet may be given, which will produce profuse diuresis. In the 
chronic form of the disease baths of hot, dry air, followed by a spray 
douche, will tone the cardiovascular apparatus. Light, sun, or mud 
baths may be given, but extremes of temperature are to be avoided. 
The influence of climate is limited, but life in hot, dry countries may 
dimi n ish the albuminuria. To sum up, the treatment of albuminuria 
by physical means is indirect. Its principal result is to increase the 
power of resistance of the body against the effects of the toxic condition 
due to a pathological state of tne kidneys .—Blatter fur klinische Hydro - 
therapie, 1904, No. 10, p. 221. 

The Treatment of Cardiac Patients.— Db. A. Hecht states that 
in the treatment of heart cases it is necessary not only to strengthen 
the heart muscles, but to keep up the patient’s nutrition. Consequently 
the giving of drugs likely to interfere with digestion is to be avoided 
in so far as possible. Unfortunately these cases are prone to suffer 
from a poor appetite, which drugging often increases. Digitalis, espe¬ 
cially, when introduced into an atonic stomach is likely to remain in 
the organ a considerable period and to excite nausea; on this account 
it should be given with agents which counteract this effect. The author 
recommends the following formula: Powdered digitalis and quinine 
hydrochlorate, of each 20 grains; extract of nux vomica, 4 to 7 grains. 
To be divided into 30 pills. One pill 3 times a day. This prescription 
does not disturb the stomach and the action of the digitalis is aug¬ 
mented by the other drugs .—Therapeutischc Monatshefie, 1904, No. 
8, p. 403. 
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Moulding of the Petal [Cranium before Birth.— Planchu (Lyon 
medical, 1904, vol. ciii., No. 52) reports the case of a young primipara 
with rachitic pelvis, delivered by Cfesarean section just before term. 
The fetal head was lying in the transverse diameter at the brim, greatly 
overlapping the symphysis and freely movable. The operation was 
performed before labor pains began. The placenta was behind the 
anterior uterine wall, but the section presented no other complication. 

The infant’s head showed markea asymmetry. The left parietal 
bone, which lay next the symphysis pubis, was flattened and its emi- 



